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The Rotary Club of Baroda Jawaharnagar (RCBJ) celebrated its historic Diamond Jubilee Installation
Ceremony on 7th July 2026 at the hotel Grand Mercure (Surya Palace). The landmark event marked
60 glorious years of impactful community service and officially ushered in the Rotary Year 2026-27.

The evening was graced by Chief Guest and Installing Officer, District Governor Rtn. Nilesh Shah,
who was accompanied by First Lady Ann Shruti Shah.

Dignified Beginnings & Reflecting on a Legacy

As a warm welcome to the evening, bouquets were presented to District Governor Rtn. Nilesh Shah
and First Lady Ann Shruti Shah by President Rtn. Girish Dhar and the First Lady of the club, Ann
Neeta Dhar.

The high-profile programme commenced auspiciously with the traditional lighting of the
ceremonial lamp by the dignitaries.

Following this, the meeting was formally called to order by Sgt-at-Arms Rtn. Vinay Bhatt. A soulful
prayer was rendered by Ann Aditi Vahia, and Past President (PP) Rtn. Jayant Sastry led the
gathering in reciting the Rotary Four-Way Test.

Outgoing Immediate Past President (IPP) Rtn. Mitesh Vadhia presented a comprehensive yearly
report, highlighting the club’s exceptional achievements over the past year. Adding to the nostalgic
pride of the milestone, PP Rtn. Bhupender Juneja delivered an enlightening presentation that
beautifully scanned the 60 glorious years of RCBJ's history.

International Presence & New Inductions

Reflecting Rotary’s global spirit, the event was also attended by International Youth Exchange (IYE)
student Davin Böckel from Germany, who was warmly welcomed alongside his parents, Carmen
Böckel and Thorsten Böckel.

In another proud moment for the club's growing family, Mr. Yogesh Patel and Mrs. Heena Patel
were formally inducted as new members by the District Governor.

The Installation and Oath-Taking

PP Rtn. Dilip Shah formally introduced District Governor Rtn. Nilesh Shah to the assembly.
Following this, PP Rtn. Hemang Vahia introduced the incoming visionary leader, Rtn. Girish Dhar.
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DG Rtn. Nilesh Shah officially installed Rtn. Girish Dhar as the 60th President of the club, alongside
the Board of Directors (BOD) for RY 2026-27. The DG administered a solemn oath in Hindi and
pinned the incoming team, empowering them for the year ahead.

Vision for RY 2026-27 & Flagship Projects

In his inaugural address, President Rtn. Girish Dhar congratulated the members on reaching the
Diamond Jubilee milestone and laid out an ambitious roadmap for the year. Key flagship initiatives
announced include:

 Rotary Skill Centre at Kawant: To be established in association with the Don Bosco School to
empower local youth. This will be one of a kind direct RCBJ project.

 Project Poshan: Launched at UHC Channi and UHC Atladra to tackle malnutrition.

Demonstrating immediate action, the DG and First Lady actively participated in Project Poshan
during the event, distributing nutritious protein kits to underprivileged pregnant ladies.

Words of Wisdom & District Directives

Past District Governor (PDG) Rtn. Pinky Patel addressed the gathering, sharing words of wisdom
and motivating the club to scale new heights.

In his keynote address, DG Rtn. Nilesh Shah challenged the club to focus on growing effective
membership and urged every member to contribute generously to The Rotary Foundation. He also
passionately shared his grand district vision for project "Jeevan Setu - Blood Stem Cell Registry",
emphasizing its life-saving potential.

Following his enlightening address, a special felicitation took place where President Rtn. Girish
Dhar felicitated DG Rtn. Nilesh Shah by presenting him with a beautiful hand-woven shawl, and
First Lady Ann Shruti Shah was presented with a shawl by club First Lady Ann Neeta Dhar.

Secretarial Announcements & Closing Formalities

The entire celebration was steered seamlessly by Master of Ceremonies (MOC) PP Rtn. Jagdish
Thakkar. Remarkably, this marked his 50th event as MOC, and he conducted it in his signature lively
and engaging style.

Towards the conclusion of the evening, the newly appointed Honorary Secretary, Rtn. Vivek Duggal,
delivered the official secretarial announcements:

 Warm birthday and anniversary greetings were extended to club members.

 Details were shared regarding the upcoming scheduled visit to Kawant on Saturday, 11th July,
to formally kickstart the execution of the Rotary Skill Centre.

President-Elect (PE) Rtn. Manish Shah then delivered a warm Vote of Thanks, expressing gratitude
to all dignitaries, guests, and media partners.

The evening concluded with the singing of the National Anthem, followed by fellowship and a
delicious dinner. The grand ceremony received extensive and positive coverage across leading print
and digital news channels.
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નમƨતે રોટર� પ�રવાર,

આપણા ƈલબના - ગૌરવશાળ� ડાયમડં ȩુ�બલી વષ½ - અને રોટર� વષ½ ૨૦૨૬-૨૭ ના Ƀભુારંભ પર - આપસૌ
કમ½િનƧઠ સƟયોȵું હા�દ�ક ƨવાગતઅને ȣબૂ ȣબૂ અ�ભનદંન!

આઐિતહાિસક વષ½માં - આપણા �ડ�ƨ˼ƈટ ગવન½ર - રોટ°. િનલેશ શાહના "TEAM BELIEVERS" ના િવઝન - અને
આઈ.આર. ̆ેિસડ°ƛટના "CREATE LASTING IMPACT" ના મં́ સાથે - આપણે સેવાના કાયҴને એક નવી әચાઈ
પર લઈજવા ક�ટબć છ�એ.

ચાલો, આપણે સૌ સાથે મળ�ને - આડાયમડં ȩુ�બલી વષ½ને સેવાનો ઉƗસવ બનાવીએ! જય રોટર�!!

Being installed as the 60th President of RCBJ is a great honour for me. I humbly accept the collar not
as a position of privilege, but as a profound commitment to serve. I extend my deep gratitude and
congratulate IPP Mitesh and the outgoing board for steering our club to greater heights in the last
Rotary year."
"My dear Rotary family, this is the year for “Team Believers” and we must seek opportunities to

“Create Lasting Impact. For 60 glorious years, our club has been a lighthouse of hope, empathy, and
change in our community. We inherit a rich legacy built by the sweat, intellect, and compassion of
our charter members and past presidents.

Sixty years ago, a seed was planted in the form of RCBJ - and today, it stands as a massive banyan
tree sheltering hundreds of needy persons. A diamond is forged under immense pressure, and over
six decades, our club has been refined into something brilliant, enduring, and flawless. This
Diamond Jubilee is our moment to shine brighter than ever before." "It is not just a celebration of
past achievements; it is a commitment to the future. Our 60+ members will leverage their
professional expertise and personal charisma to execute deep, measurable projects that embody
the true spirit of 'Service Above Self'."

This year, RI President Olayinka Babalola challenges us to 'Create Lasting Impact' by looking past
immediate results and focusing on what truly endures. He reminds us that change is only the
beginning, but impact is what endures. We must focus not just on immediate short term service
projects with quick outcomes, but on sustainable, long-term legacies.

Simultaneously, our dynamic DG Nilesh Shah has integrated us into his visionary 'Team Believers'.
To create lasting impact, we must first believe in ourselves, - the magic of our collective hands, -
believe in our community’s potential, and more importantly believe in the core values of Rotary."

"To operationalize this vision, our board will focus our energy through the time tested Five Avenues
of Rotary Service—backed by concrete, life-changing projects:

The Diamond Jubilee Year fellowship excites us to celebrate RCBJ history by compiling a digital
history coffee-table book of our club's 60-year journey. In addition, we plan to host a flagship
Diamond Jubilee charity fundraiser to secure (CSR) funding for the club's major projects.

The Rotary Skill Centre @ Kawant in collaboration with Disha Don Bosco is being created to
establish a long-term training hub which facilitates to impart vocational skills - to our rural youth -
at their doorstep and to provide sustainable livelihoods within the rural areas. This will be a
permanent sanctuary of empowerment where underprivileged youth and women can learn

Contd…2
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livelihood skills, breaking the cycle of poverty forever.

We will continue honouring excellence in our community - through our signature - Vocational
Awards, celebrating local unsung heroes - who practice their trade with absolute integrity - and
exemplify the 4-Way Test in their professions.

We shall expand the ambit of Project Poshan. Here we are partnering with local government clinics
for monthly distribution of Nutrition kits to about 100 underprivileged pregnant ladies to combat
neonatal malnutrition. We are happy that our DG and FL participated in the drive today at UHC
Atladra, ensuring healthy mothers and healthy babies.

It is our desire to partner with local hospitals to conduct regular vision, dental, and general health
checkups in rural schools, providing free follow-up medicines or spectacles. We will celebrate our
Diamond Jubilee by conducting Mega Blood donation drives organized in association with leading
blood banks to support regional emergency supplies.

Our target is to promote high-survival tree sapling plantation in urban blocks and school grounds
to mark our 60-year milestone sustainably. We have scheduled one such drive at the Rotary Skill
Centre on the 11th of this month.

Rotary thrives on fresh energy and diverse perspectives. Increasing our membership isn't just
about growing our roster—it is about expanding our capacity to serve. Every new member brings a
new passion, a new network, and a new opportunity to change lives in our community. Let us
make it our collective mission this year to invite changemakers into our fold, showing them that
Rotary is where their desire to do good becomes reality. We must ensure retention of our existing
members.

Rotary Fellowship is the foundational bond of mutual respect, friendship, and shared values that
unites members before, during, and after service projects. We have planned an exciting year
ahead.

We are committed to aligning closely with DG Nilesh Shah’s district focus areas and maintain 100%
participation in District 3060 conclaves. We are happy to share that already 5 couple registrations
are done for the District Conference in Silvassa.

RCBJ has done well in channelizing funds to The Rotary Foundation (TRF) to support global
grants. Last year we have crossed the US$ 75 K mark with contributions from esteemed members
towards TRF, Directed grant and CSR funding via Rotary. We plan to continue the efforts towards
this goal.

Our DG, and many of us Rotarians, have begun our journeys as Interactors or Rotractors, and I
believe - it truly encourages the will to serve mankind. We shall work towards establishing Rotaract
& Interact club and actively empower them via Youth Service, for they are the ones who will carry
this torch for the next 60 years.

"To turn these grand dreams into reality, we need to innovate our funds generation strategies,
ensuring our treasury is as strong as our will to serve.

"My fellow Rotarians, a president is only as strong as the club's members. I need your hands, your
ideas, and your hearts. Let us make this 60th year historic.

Let us serve passionately, lead purposefully, and together as Believers, let us Create Lasting
Impact.

Thank you!
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Rtn. Olayinka Hakeem Babalola
Rotary Club of Trans Amadi, Nigeria ·
President 2026–27

Rtn. Olayinka Hakeem Babalola, a member of the Rotary Club of Trans Amadi,
Nigeria, has been selected by the Rotary International Board of Directors to serve
as Rotary International President for the year 2026–27. As President, he serves as
the spokesperson of Rotary's global network, presides over the RI Board of
Directors, and provides inspirational leadership to Rotary members worldwide.

His Rotary journey began in 1984 as a Rotaract before joining the Rotary Club of Trans Amadi in 1994. Over
the years, he has served Rotary in numerous leadership roles including District Governor (2011–12), RI Vice
President (2019–20), and RI Board Director (2018–20).

Babalola has played a significant role in Rotary's fight against polio, serving on the End Polio Now
Countdown to History Campaign Committee (2017–23) and the Nigeria National PolioPlus Committee,
where he continues to serve as an adviser.

A graduate engineer, he completed his university degree in 1988 and spent over twenty-five years in the oil
and gas industry, holding senior leadership positions with Shell PLC. He is the founder of Riviera Technical
Services Ltd., an oil and gas infrastructure delivery company, and Lead and Change Consulting, an executive
coaching and organizational performance advisory group.

His professional affiliations include the Nigerian Society of Engineers, the Institute of Safety Professionals of
Nigeria, and the Association of Change Management Professionals. He is also a member of the Jericho
Businessmen Club of Ibadan.

Rtn. Babalola and his wife Preba reside in Port Harcourt, Nigeria. He supports The Rotary Foundation
through a named endowment and is an Arch Klumph Society member. He also serves as a Trustee of
ShelterBox UK.

His distinguished recognitions include the Africa Centennial Heroes Award, Regional Service Award for a
Polio-Free World, RI Service Above Self Award, and The Rotary Foundation Citation for Meritorious Service.

olayinka hakeem babalola
PResiDent, RotaRy inteRnational 2026-27

Rotary International is
a global network of 1.4
million neighbours,
friends, leaders, and
problem-solvers who
see a world where
people unite and take
action to create lasting
change across the
globe and in local
communities.
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DG Profile
Rotary International District 3060

Born in Kosamba, Surat, and raised in Vapi by his parents Late
Shri Rameshbhai Shah and Late Smt. Jayshreeben Shah, DG Nilesh R. Shah
grew up with values of simplicity, responsibility, empathy, and service.
Being the eldest child in the family, leadership came naturally to him from
an early age.

A Commerce graduate from Rofel College, Vapi, he established Sharp

Graphics, a successful designing and printing enterprise known for quality and innovation.

His Rotary journey began through the Rotaract Club of Vapi in 1993, where he immediately
earned recognition as Best Rotaract of the Year. During his tenure as Rotaract Club President
(2000–01), the club received Best Club and Best President Awards at the district level.

His visionary Rotaract Garden Project at Gunjan, Vapi became a landmark initiative and earned
him the prestigious Outstanding Young Indian Award from JCI India in 2002.

As Charter Member and Charter Secretary of Rotary Club of Vapi Riverside, he played a
pivotal role in establishing a culture of impactful service. His contributions earned him several
recognitions including Four Avenues of Service Award, Club Builder Award, and Rotarian of the
Year Award.

As Club President in 2010–11, he led landmark projects including collection of 917 units of blood,
support for over 75 cleft palate surgeries, and laying the foundation of Rotary Vanchetna Kanya
Chhatralay. Under his leadership the club received Best Club, Best President, RI President
Citation with Distinction, and Platinum Club Recognition.

At the district level, he served in several important leadership positions including Assistant
Governor, District Secretary, Literacy Chair, and PHS Promotion Chair. His leadership at the
renowned Sneh-Sindhu Conference demonstrated his exceptional ability to unite people and
transform ideas into action.

He is married to Shruti Shah and together they are Major Donors Level 1. Their daughters Vrushti
and Yuti carried the Rotary legacy forward through Rotaract, Interact, and the International
Youth Exchange Program. Both are Paul Harris Fellows and are now settled in Canada.

Known for his listening ear, practical insight, and people centered leadership, DG Nilesh Shah
firmly believes that Rotary transforms lives and grows through mutual trust, meaningful
participation, and strong relationships.

"As we begin this journey together As teAm
believers, let us Align our heArts, minds, And
Actions with the inspiring messAge of our ri
president: creAte lAsting impAct."

nilesh R. shah — DistRiCt goveRnoR 2026–27 
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glimPses of installation – affixing Pins - boD  Ry 26-27

The Board of Directors serves as the primary governing body of a Rotary club,
holding the legal and administrative responsibility to ensure the club thrives.
While individual members execute community projects, the board provides
the strategic structure, financial oversight, and policy enforcement required
to sustain operations.

New member induction is the formal ceremony that officially welcomes an individual into a Rotary club.
This ritual is crucial because it publicly binds the new member to Rotary International's high ethical
standards, establishes their commitment to "Service Above Self," and fosters an immediate sense of
belonging. Rtn. Yogesh Patel & Ann Heena Patel introduced by Rtn. Ashok Sarda.
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glimPses of installation – aCCePtanCe & JouRney Ry 26-27

CelebRating visionaRy leaDeRshiP : Dg aDDRess - feliCitations & honouR
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glimPses of installation team Ry 2026-27

Inner wheel President & Secretary congratulating President 
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message fRom PResiDent Rtn. giRish DhaR‘PRoJeCt Poshan” @ uhC Channi & uhC atlaDRa - 7.7.26

Rotary Club of Baroda Jawaharnagar Marks Diamond Jubilee with Launch 
of "Project Poshan" for Maternal Health

The Rotary Club of Baroda Jawaharnagar (RCBJ) officially commenced its landmark Diamond Jubilee
year (2026-27) under the leadership of incoming President Rtn. Girish Dhar by launching "Project
Poshan," a monthly nutritional support initiative for underprivileged pregnant women.

Marking 60 years of community service, RCBJ has planned an array of impactful service projects for
this milestone year under the direction of Club Service Chair PP Rtn. Hemang Vahia. The flagship
"Project Poshan" is led by Project Chair PP Rtn. Dr. Jayant Sastry, with seamless coordination
executed by Hon. Secretary Vivek Duggal. The list of recipients within the corporation limits of
Vadodara is prepared by Dr. Nitin Parmar - the RCH Officer, VMSS.

The launch events took place on 7th July across two locations: the Urban Health Centre (UHC) in
Channi at 12:30 PM, and the UHC in Atladra at 4:00 PM. The event saw strong, hands-on community
participation as Rotarians and Anns from RCBJ were seen in full action, managing the logistics and
engaging with the community throughout the distribution drive.

The program was graced by District Governor Rtn. Nilesh Shah and First Lady Shruti Shah, who
actively participated in the distributions and directly addressed the gathering to emphasize maternal
wellness and community-led healthcare. IPP Rtn. Mitesh Vadhia, PP Rtn. Hemang Vahia, PP Rtn. Dr.
Jayant Sastry, Hon. Secretary Vivek Duggal, PP Chandresh Makhija, PE Rtn. Manish Shah & Ann
Falguni Shah

Key Highlights of the Initiative:
 Target Beneficiaries: 100 underprivileged pregnant ladies received crucial health and dietary

intervention.
 High-Protein Nutrition Kits: To combat maternal malnutrition, each beneficiary received a

comprehensive food kit containing:
o Wheat: 3 kg
o Moong Dal: 1 kg
o Roasted Channa: 1 kg
o Jaggery: 1 kg
o Groundnut Oil: 1 kg
o Groundnuts: 1 kg

 Socio-Economic Empowerment: Prioritizing sustainable local livelihoods, the nutrition items
were packed in durable bags stitched by the women of Mahila Gruh Udyog, providing them
with valuable supplemental income.

 Sustained Care: Rather than a one-time distribution, RCBJ will continue providing these high-
protein kits to the beneficiaries on a strict monthly basis.

Speaking at the launch, President Rtn. Girish Dhar highlighted that initiating their historic Diamond
Jubilee year with a project bridging healthcare and women's economic empowerment sets the
perfect, service-driven tone for the club's upcoming year-long celebrations.
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message fRom PResiDent Rtn. giRish DhaRglimPses of ‘PRoJeCt Poshan” @ uhC atlaDRa-7.7.26

SUCCESS STORY:
First time pregnant, Kalpanaben Luhar, aged 20 years,
stays at Bhensasur Nagar, Gotri. She availed of our
protein rich intervention for a full six months and her
weight increased from a dismal 33 kg to a much
better weight of 40 kg today
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PRoJeCts at Don bosCo sChool- kawant on 11.07.2026

President Rtn. Girish Dhar conveys his gratitude to each member of RCBJ who participated and
supported the completion certificate distribution ceremony for the 9th batch of vocational skills
students at Rotary Bridge program on 11 July 2026. Seeing 107 students successfully graduate and
step toward a brighter futures is a proud milestone for our club.

We officially launched the "Rotary Skill Centre" in association with the Don Bosco Foundation in
Kawant. This sustainable initiative will pave the way for many more lives to be transformed through
structured, high-quality skill development.

A special note of thanks goes to PP Rtn. Anita Jandial for her extraordinary generosity. Her
contribution of Rs. 2 Lakhs provides the initial critical foundation needed to turn this vision into a
reality. More donations are requested from our club members. Total project cost is around Rs 3.5
lakhs.

Our impact today extended even further into environmental sustainability. RCBJ members joined
hands with the school students of Don Bosco School (DBS) to plant 100 fruit trees, including Amla
and Jamun. This green initiative will bear fruit for generations to come. Second phase of the tree
plantation drive will be scheduled in August.

The key members and partners who drove this event's success:

 PP Rtn. Kirit Dholakia (RSC Chair)
 PP Rtn. Manoj Adalja
 PP Rtn. Umed Fifadra
 PP Rtn. Hemang Vahia (Club Service Chair)
 Rtn. Devanshu Vaishnav
 Hon. Sec Rtn. Vivek Duggal
 PE Manish Shah
 First Lady Ann Neeta Dhar
 Ann Reeti Duggal
 Partner Rajiv Jandial
In addition to the service at DBS, it was great fellowship for members and the wonderful day
concluded with a delicious lunch hosted by DBS and enroute delicious pakoras & bhajias at Dhaboi.
A big thank you to Fr. Mayank Parmar, Mr. Hasmukh Bhai (Program Co-ordinator of DBS), and the
dedicated staff of DBS for their seamless coordination and warm hospitality.
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PRoJeCts at Don bosCo sChool- kawant on 11.07.2026
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Dbs-bRiDge PRogRam-CeRtifiCate DistRibution 9th batCh
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Don bosCo kawant- RotaRy skill CentRe bhumi PuJan-11.7.26
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tRee Plantation at Dbs- kawant- 11.7.26

A tree plantation drive
delivers immediate
environmental, health,
and community benefits
by transforming a local
area through collective
action. Unlike isolated
plantings, a organized
drive creates dense,
contiguous green
canopies that maximize
ecological and social
impact.
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Birthday Greetings Wedding Anniversary Greetings

5th July : Ann Aditi Tiwary
7th July : Ann Parul Pradhan
9th July : Ann Putli Jikar
18th July : Ann Aditi Vahia
21st July : Ann Sweta Chatterjee
24th July : Rtn. Anita Jandial
24th July : Ann Heena Udeshi

3rd July : Rtn. Krishnavatar Gupta
5th July : Rtn. Ranjit Pradhan
6th July : Rtn. Utkarsh Mehta
7th July : Rtn. Som Derasari
21st July : Rtn. Rajendra Shah

Next Meeting

The Next meeting of the Rotary Year 2026-27 is a speaker meeting and is scheduled as follows :
Date : 21.07.25 Day : Tuesday
Dinner : 7.30pm - 8:00pm
Meeting : 8:05 pm onwards
Venue : Hotel Grand Mercure Surya Palace

Speaker Meet: Cyber Crime - an unknown Devil

Do you feel safe from Digital Fraud or Cyber Crime? Listen to a Cyber Crime Detection expert Shri
Mayur Bhusavalkar. You will be surprised- maybe you could have been the next victim. Today,
irrespective of age, cyber-Fraud affects all due to engagement on mobiles, internet and other
digital networks. An eye opener audio-visual presentation never seen before.

Please join for dinner followed by Presentation.
Do make it a point to attend this meeting thereby having a Great Fellowship.

Guest Charges : ₹ 600 pp

Bird Adoption 2026 Hosted jointly by all the Rotary Clubs of Baroda
Date: Thursday, 16th July 2026. Time: 10:30 AM onwards.
Venue: Rotary Zone, bird division at pheasant section Sayaji Baug 
Zoo, Vadodara. President Rtn. Girish Dhar has sponsored one bird 
adoption by contributing Rs.6000/-
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https://www.facebook.com/share/
v/14kkJhq3g41/
VNM NEWS_ 8 July 26- Installation

https://www.facebook.com/share/
v/18sttSyy1K/
Spark News_8 July 26 –Installation

https://www.facebook.com/share/
v/1GC192Xf5a/
BRG News_8 July- Installationhttps://www.facebook.com/share

/v/1JHcjH7542/
TNN Gujarati-Installation

RCBJ in print and news media….

Next Meeting 
Next Meeting 
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“Vishva   chakra invites all readers to share personal achievements 
and creative inputs for publication “

RotaRy DistRiCt 3060…..news & initiatives


